5. What makes it so difficult for the two prisoners to reach a cooperative solution without confession? Explain in at least 250 words
In game theory, the situation about two prisoners highlight the self interest in an individual’s decision making relative to others in a similar group or team. Either of the two prisoners have an option of either to confess to the police or cooperate with each other. Either of their choices would yield certain consequences on their prison sentences. The typical 2 x 2 matrix is as shown below; 

	
	Prisoner 2


	
	Be silent (cooperate with Prisoner 1)
	Confess (don’t cooperate with Prisoner 2)


	

Prisoner 1
	Be silent (cooperate with Prisoner 2)

	P1 gets 2yrs, P2 gets 2 yrs.
(2,2)
	P1 gets 8 yrs., P2 gets 1 yr.
(8,2)

	
	Confess (don’t cooperate with Prisoner 2)
	P1 gets 1 yr., P2 gets 8 yrs.
(1,8)
	P1 & P2 get 5 yrs. Each
(5,5)
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